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Learning Objective: UKS2 - Use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause

Idea Differentiation

For a clear starter guide to the difference
between present perfect and simple past tense
(most commonly used), use our super powerpoint
guide.
Present perfect v simple past differentiated
activities can also be found in our handy teaching
resource pack.
Play a game of “What have you been doing?”
with your class.  Give out scenario cards (1) and
children have to come up with a reason why this
situation is so.  They can be as reasonable or as
silly as they like, providing they are grammatically
appropriate!  e.g. You’re covered in paint!  What
have you been doing? Answers might be… I’ve
been washing up the paint pots for the teacher.
OR I’ve been used as a canvas for a Jackson
Pollock painting competition!
This game can be played in reverse too: give out
‘What now?’ cards (3) and challenge children to
come up with the current situation.  e.g. You’ve
been running for twenty minutes, so what’s the
situation now? Answers might be… I’m red in the
face and panting. OR I’m celebrating my amazing
1500m race win!
These activities use the present perfect
progressive (also called present perfect
continuous) form.  This refers to an activity which
began in the past and has either just finished or is
still going on.

This can be played in teams – who can come up
with the best/silliest reason?
Play it with your guided writing group –
depending on their ability you may want to give
them the structure on a present perfect sentence
prompt card (2).
Make it a mime activity to increase the fun! Why
are your teeth black? [child mimes an activity.
Class guesses e.g. He’s been eating blackjacks!
OR He’s been dressing up as a toothless pirate!

To practise Future perfect tenses, give out ‘By the
time’ prompt cards (4).  These have a future time
point on: children complete the sentence, adding
something that they will have done by that point,
or something they will have been doing for X
amount of time at that point.  e.g. By Friday
afternoon, I will have finished my Egyptians
project. OR By March, I will have been in this
school for six months

Give more able children the challenge of working
out a present perfect continuous sentence, as
this will involve them also adding another time
clause, as in the example.
For less confident speakers/writers, or those who
struggle to imagine situations, use the more
detailed version (5) of this activity, which
includes information about ‘past’ or ‘now’ so they
can link an activity to a point in the future.  e.g.
School started at 8.45, so by 12pm we will have
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been working for over three hours! OR Our
plane took off at 5.26am, so by 2pm we will have
been in the air for ages!

Have our lovely perfect forms diagrams (6) on
your display wall, to remind the class which one to
use and why.
Play sentence stems bluff game (7) – children
have cloze cards to complete (e.g. I have never…
or I’ve been ___ing this week.) which they
complete with either a true or false statement.
They give their sentence cards to their
partner/the other group, who ask additional
questions to decide which are truth and which
lies.

Play this in mixed-ability pairs if you think your
pupils might struggle to invent something.
Obviously when answering questions, only one
person can answer or it’ll give the game away!

To practise the past perfect form (simple or
progressive), try our cloze activity worksheets.
The sentence is missing the correct form of the
verb (given as a bare infinitive) and children have
to construct the perfect form correctly.

HAP (8) – includes positive/negative simple and
progressive forms with regular and irregular
verbs
AAP (9) – simple past perfect with
regular/irregular verbs
LAP (10) – simple past perfect with mostly
regular verbs.

Present Perfect ‘Answer Me’ game. Each child
has some slips of paper on which they write a
number or period of time, e.g. “About 2 years”,
“Since January” and “Seven”. They can look at
their cards but mustn’t show their partner(s).
They then ask questions to get those answers
from their partner, e.g. “How long have you had
that coat?” If they get an answer that is on one of
their cards, they can discard it. The first person
with no cards left is the winner.

Give lower-ability pupils pre-written time cards.
They could work in pairs to ask the questions of a
higher-ability pupil.
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